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From the Director

Lastmonth wasthe Coronationof Charledll and | am suremanyof our
readerswatchedit. Whetherroyalistor republican,you cannotdenythat
the musicwasa hugepart of it andthe standardwasoutstanding.Whilst
the eventitself had beenplannedfor manymonths,not manypeople
knewthat AndrewNethsinghaonly started at WestminsterAbbeyin
Januanythis year.

Personally| thoughtthat the mixture of changesandtradition worked
well. Theworld (includingEnglandand Australia)hasmanyfaithsand|
think it waswiseto includemore than the Churchof Englandwhilst still keepingthe Cof Ecentralto it.
Similarly anthemsby William Byrdand newly commissionegiecesshoweda goodvariety. Therewasalso
plainsongsungin different languagesTheAsensionChoirwasformed by combiningsingersfrom several
choirsandfor the first time at a Coronationincludedfemalesingers Of course,70 yearsagoat the previous
Coronationthis would havebeenunheardof.

KingCharless supportiveof musicand apparentlydiscussedvith AndrewLloydWebberthe concernthat
there are not a hugenumberof youngerpeopletakingup the organ.We will be singingone of the most
famouspiecesZadokThePriest at StJohr& Gordonfor the King® birthday weekendChoralEvensong.
Oneunusualsidelinethat cameout of the coronationwasKarlJenkinsywho wrote fitheArmedMan” which
we sangaboutayearago,hada harpandorchestrapieceperformed.It wascommissionedibout 20 years
agoby the then Princeof Wales.Heiswell-knownin musicalcirclesbut maybe lessfamousthan othersand
somewit sentaboutarumourthat it wasMeghanMarklein disguise!

JimAbrahamc Director

Check out our website and then tell your friends!
www.cathedralsingers.org.au
Would you like to consider joining us?
Contact Jan Kneeshaw on 9144 4915 or the Director,
Jim Abraham on 0405 817 276
Email: jan.kneeshaw(@optusnet.com.au




From the Editor

Greetingdo all our supporters

| recentlywentbackoverthe 16 yearsof emailssincel
havebeeninvolvedwith The CathedralSingers asl was
looking for someinterestingoackgroundo sendto a
possiblenewtenor

| realisedto my horrorthatl havenot sentouta Newsletter
thisyear!l oweall oursupportersny humblestapologies,
especiallyto the gentlemarat Balmainwho mentionedo
merecentlythathe hadnot seemalist of thechurches
wherewe aresingingthis year.Not eventhatremarkmade
merealisemy omission Oneof myfavourite TCSphotosi outsidel eicesterCathedral- 2011

We arenow backto our normalscheduleandsangour annualconcertandEvensongat Bowral last
week.We havetwo newchoristersalthoughJohnNoller hasbeenwith usfor somemonthsnowand
is well andtruly partof the choir. Apparentlyheis very happysitting in the backrow nextto Dave
Lewis andtrying to keepup with whatis goingon! (Thatis ajokei theyactuallysupporteachother
asJohnis still learningtheropes(or music)andDavehashada problemhearingd i swidectionsand
seeingthemusic.He now hasnewglasses! hearthatMichael Hisseycongratulatedhim on his solo
partat Bowralandmadepositivecommenton how well the choir soundedHe andNarelle should
know!) Althoughthechoiris small,we arestill singinghappily,supportingeachotherpersonallyand
musically,with goodresults.

You mayremembethat TCSwasformedin 1989to singatStA n d r €atléedralvhenthemain
choirwason leave,sothechoiris 34 yearsold. As | havebeengoingthroughphotosof eventsin my
timein thechoir, | havebeeninterestedo seehow the compositionof the choir has changedasnoted
in formal photosof the choir andof socialevents.

We havebeensaddenedo learnof the deathof two of our very
dearfriendsfrom yearsagoandsendour condolenceso their
familiesandfriends.

Patlrving diedlatelastyearandJudyRusselldied of abrain
tumourrecentlywith hermemorialservicebeingat Springwood
lastweekend.

| personallyhavevery fond memoriesof thembothin theyears
whenl wasfirst in the choirandwhenwe weretravellingto the

UK.
JudyRusselis with me,enjoyinga ride in the historic NeneValley Railwaynear Peterboroughon the2011tour.

As thechoiris changing anewgenerations beingeducatedlt is wonderfulthatPadraigandHilary
arenow bringingtheir two youngboysto singwith us. Theyarebothvery talentedandbusy
musiciansandseemto enjoysingingwith our madgroup.Thatis very reassurin@sit is extremely
difficult to find newchoristersvho haveexperiencen singingchurchmusic,or who evenknow what
it is about.

Comeandhearusall thisSundayatStJ o h n 6 s
Gordonaswe singaspecialk i n Biibhgay
EvensongincludingHandeb Zadokthe Priesti
sungateveryrecentCoronation!

Jan Kneeshawi Editor




Program for 2023.

Month Day Date Time Event Venue
June Sunday 11 4.00pm | Evensong St John's Gordon
Ki n Bidhday
July Sunday 9 9.30am | SungEucharist StJohnds
Birchgrove/Balmain
Saturday |29 5.30pm | Vespers StMa r yCatkedral
6.00pm | Vigil Mass
August Sunday 13 3.00pm [ Evensong StL u k éMossnan
Sunday 27 9.30am Morning Service St lves Uniting Church
September | Sunday 10 4.00pm | Evensong St John's Gordon
Saturday |23 4.00pm | Vigil Mass Holy Spirit North Ryde
October Sunday 15 3.00pm [ ChoralEvensong Holy Trinity Anglican/
Terrigal
Saturday |21 5.00pm | Vigil Mass St Mary of the
Presentation/Mudgee
Sunday 22 9.00am [ SungEucharist St John's Mudgee
Saturday |28 5.30pm | Vespers StMa r yCatkedral
6.00pm | Vigil Mass
November | Sunday 12 4.00pm | Evensong St John's Gordon
December |Saturday (9 6.45pm [ Carolsat Oakhurst SirTrevorGar | and
homei The Oaks
Sunday 10 6.00pm [Lessonsk Carols StJohnos
Birchgrove/Balmain
Sunday 17 6.00pm [ Lessonsk Carols StJ o h Gdrdon
Tuesday |19 6.30pm [ Carolsinging Forestville RSL
Sunday 24 11.30pm | SungEucharist StJohnds

Birchgrove/Balmain

In themeantimepn behalfof TCS,may| encourageou to maintainyour supportandjoin usin some
placeswherewe sing.Be awarethatthis list is not exhaustiveandtheremay be someadditionslater
in theyear.

Jan KneeshawOAM
SECRETARY/CHAIR

Pat with various TCS
choristers at Westminster
Abbey where we sangin
2008




Vale Judy Russelland Pat Irving.

Judith RosemaryRussell
All memberof TCSweresaddenedo hearof the deathon May
14thof JudyRussellattherelativelyyoungageof 74.

Judywasa memberof our choir for 16 years,andherglorious
sopranovoicewasmuchadmired. Sheservedhe choirin various
administrativerolesandherskills wereparticularlyappreciated
whenshehelpedorganisethe TCStour of Englandin 2011.

Theseskills werealsoevidentduringhermanyyearsworking at
N.S.WParliamenHousewith Rev.FredNile andthe ChristianDemocratidPartywhereshewasa driving
forcebehindmanyeventghere.

Her otherpassiorwasfor the peopleandland of Israel,andshehadled a numberof toursto thatcountry.

In recentyearsshealsojoinedthe Mater Choraleandtouredwith this choir to Englandin 2019. Once
againherbeautifulvoicewasmuchappreciatedandrecording of hersoloswereplayedat herMemorial
Service.

After hermoveto Faulconbridgeshebecameanactivememberof the SpringwoodPresbyteriarChurch,
andtheresheorganisedhe Christmasserviceof LessonsandCarols. It wasin this churchthather
Memorial Servicewasheldon June3rd andthe packedchurchwasafitting tributeto her.

Phota Lookingacrossto WestminsteAbbeyi JudyRusselllndMegShawi TCSTour 2008

Nan Lewis - TCS Groupie
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Patricia Irving

I met Pat when | first joined T Si ng
she was an Alto and | am a Sopr s not t e
choir tends to mix with their o part
She toured in England with TCS di d
2011. Touring is the time when knov
group, and | got to know Pat as er sol
Pat was a New Zeal anldiewed arhd shto ua® Isihfee
i n Australia. Being from N. Z. nstar
three New Zeal and granddaughter s and |
frequentl y.
We got together more often aftmut sdle filriféendhkri Bi
Thomas (also an alto). When Pauline was il an
Chat swood (she had gotten rid ofitla&i ngahelbby otwher
and evenchatkonlget uoan one occasi on.
Il went to Patdés funeral, held in November | ast
when | found out quite a bit about -Piatttbisnd, fand
mindings whkeat she became a family friend to th
A | ot of them were at the funeral, which shows
composed a song set to them WBSoa nadf off MMuFd w9 u raintde
I

She was a very caring person.
PhoRPat 6s birthday on the |l ast re

LYNN BOTKS Soprano



2023servicesi via Facebook.

We all know our Director, Jim Abraham, is wonderful. Now only doeshe plan all our music,
conductusand keepusin order, but he alwaystakesthe obligatory photo and puts it up on
Facebooksoonafter the event.Have you found usthere?

| havecopiedtheseverbatim from the web!!

Sunday 5" February

TCShad our first engagement of 2023 this morning with our Dedication
serviceat StJ o h rGérdon. We have a few members out of Sydneybut &S
still managed to sing Schubert Massin G. Also included in the picture
are Gareth Baard and Nicola Chauwho accompanied us.

Sunday 5" March

TCSsang at St lves Uniting Church last Sundayasin the photo.
Next Sundaywe will be at StJ o ts ®@&don for Choral Evensong.
(4.00pm)

Sunday12" March

TCSsang Choral Evensongat StJ o h rGérdon this
afternoon. Aswe are in Lent, the music was a little
thoughtful and restrained.

Responseswere plainsong and the canticles were
sung to the Morley setting with fauxbourdons.

The anthem was Morley : Nolo mortem peccatoris.
Thisis quite unusual in that it has some of the text in
Latin and some in English.

Sunday 19" March

TCSsang at St Johné 8almain this morning. The setting was
Merbecke which many will remember from yearsago and the
anthem was Turn thy face from my sins (Attwood).

Friday 24" March
Yesterdayevening TCSsang at Holy Spirit, North Ryde
for the Stations of the Crossservice.lt is alwaysa
thoughtful and moving servicefor the seasonof Lent.




Good Friday 7" April
This afternoon, TCSsangSt a i Gracifidos at StJ o hn é s ,

Leon Vittogiannis (baritone) and of course Gareth Baard
(organ).

Sunday 30" April
Yesterday TCScombined with StJ o h Ga@don choir for
the Ku-ring-gai ¢ o u rs ANZIA@service.

= # Sunday 21 May

L TCSsang Choral Evensongat StJ o h mB&msajntoday. The
setting was Stanford in Bb, with Ayleward responses.The
anthem was Come Holy Ghost (Attwood)

Sunday 28" May

Yesterday, TCShad their annual trip to the
Southern Highlands to sing Choral Evensongat St
J u d 8@wsal. The servicewas preceded with a
short concert of anthems acrossthe church year.
We were very grateful that Brett McKern was our
accompanist for both. And also for his hospitality
afterwards!

How to support TCS
Cheques should be made payable to “The Cathedral Singers Donation
Fund”
Banking details for direct transfers (please notify us by email):
Bank account details: BSE 814 282 Afc 50437153

Postal address: The Cathedral Singers PO Box 569 Gordon N5SW 2072
Please email us for further details: tcs@cathedralsingers.org.au
or ring lan Kneeshaw on 9144 4915 or 0411 785 117
More details on our website: www.cathedralsingers.org.au
All donations of 52.00 and over are tax deductible




STOPPRESS

From the Editor:

| realised amprobablyold, whenl recognizednyg r a n d m phtorie ¢
on Facebookecently

Doesanyoneelseremembebackthis far?

How ironic!!

Thisis from America,but couldhavebeenfrom here. Thesearetales
from anothemworld!

The Black Telephone

Those of us old enough to remember when the phone was wired to the wall,
usually in the kitchen, can relate to this story. | loved this read.

When | was a young boy, my father had one of the first telephones in our
neighborhood. | remember the polished, old casefastened to the wall. The
shiny receiver hung on the side of the box.. 1 wastoo little to reach the
telephone, but used to listen with fascination when my mother talked to it.
Then| discovered that somewhere inside the wonderful device lived an
amazing person. Her name was "Information Please"and there was nothing
she did not know. Information Pleasecould supply anyone's number and the
correct time.

My personal experience with the genie-in-a-bottle came one day while my mother was visiting a
neighbor. Amusing myself at the tool bench in the basement, | whacked my finger with a
hammer, the pain wasterrible, but there seemed no point in crying becausethere was no one
home to give sympathy. | walked around the house sucking my throbbing finger, finally arriving
at the stairway.

The telephone! Quickly, | ran for the footstool in the parlor and dragged it to the landing.
Climbing up, | unhooked the receiverin the parlor and held it to my ear. "Information, please,"|
said into the mouthpiece just above my head.

A click or two and a small clear voice spoke into my ear. "Information."

"I hurt my finger..." | wailed into the phone, the tears came readily enough now that | had an
audience..

"Isn't your mother home?" came the question

"Nobody's home but me," | blubbered.

"Are you bleeding?" the voice asked

"No, "I replied. "I hit my finger with the hammer and it hurts."”

"Canyou open the icebox?" she asked.

| said | could.

"Then chip off a little bit of ice and hold it to your finger,"” said the voice.

After that, | called "Information Please"for everything. | asked her for help with my geography,
and she told me where Philadelphia was. She helped me with my math.

Shetold me my pet chipmunk that | had caught in the park just the day before, would eat fruit
and nuts.

Then, there wasthe time Petey,our pet canary,died. | called, "Information Please,"and told her
the sad story. Shelistened, and then said things grown-ups sayto soothe a child. But | was not
consoled. | asked her, "Why is it that birds should sing so beautifully and bring joy to all families,
only to end up as a heap of feathers on the bottom of a cage?"




Shemust have sensedmy deep concern, for she said quietly, " Wayne , alwaysremember that
there are other worlds to sing in." Somehow | felt better.

Another day | was on the telephone, "Information Please."

"Information,” said in the now familiar voice.

"How do | spell fix?" | asked

All this took place in a small town in the Pacific Northwest . When | was nine yearsold, we moved
acrossthe country to Boston . | missed my friend very much.

“Information Please"belonged in that old wooden box back home and | somehow never thought
of trying the shiny new phone that sat on the table in the hall. As| grew into my teens, the
memories of those childhood conversations never really left me. Often, in moments of doubt and
perplexity | would recall the serene senseof security | had then. | appreciated now how patient,
understanding, and kind she wasto have spent her time on a little boy.

A few yearslater, on my way west to college, my plane put down in Seattle . | had about a half-
hour or so between planes. | spent 15 minutes or so on the phone with my sister, who lived there
now. Then without thinking what | was doing, | dialed my hometown operator and said,
"Information Please."

Miraculously, | heard the small, clear voice | knew so well.

"Information.”

I hadn't planned this, but | heard myself saying, "Could you pleasetell me how to spell fix?"

Therewas a long pause. Then came the soft spoken answer,"l guessyour finger must have
healed by now."

I laughed, "So it's really you," | said."l| wonder if you have any idea how much you meant to me
during that time?"

"l wonder," she said, "if you know how much your calls meant to me. | never had any children
and | used to look forward to your calls.”

| told her how often | had thought of her over the yearsand | askedif | could call her again when
| came back to visit my sister.

"Pleasedo," she said. "Justask for Sally."

Three months later | was back in Seattle .

A different voice answered,"Information.”

| asked for Sally.

"Are you a friend?" she said.

"Yes,avery old friend,” | answered.

"I'm sorry to haveto tell you this," Shesaid. "Sally had been working part time the last few years
because she was sick. Shedied five weeksago."

Before | could hang up, she said, "Wait a minute, did you say your name was Wayne ?" "
"Yes."l answered.

Well, Sallyleft a messagefor you. Shewrote it down in caseyou called. Let me read it to you.
The note said, "Tell him there are other worlds to sing in. He'll know what | mean."

| thanked her and hung up. | knew what Sally meant.

Never underestimate the impression you may make on others. Whose life have you touched
today?

lgiaglalals
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