The Cathedral Singers
Procedures for Services

Processing

The choir line up quietly before a service in the order in which we must enter the seating area to sit as specified by the director (see over). Special instructions, the decision on “the long way” or “the short way” etc. will be given by Brett and/or the Procession Marshall (normally Lynn, and Jan in Lynn’s absence). These details change every week, so your full attention is required as these instructions are given.

· The choir usually moves at the commencement of the hymn or a voluntary – together. To keep a tidy line, each chorister needs to be exactly behind the person in front – i.e. looking at their neck!! - and level with the person walking beside them.
· PLEASE take care NOT to sway from side to side– it looks very unprofessional. It sometimes takes concentration to avoid this when walking slowly!

· When turning corners, the inside person marks time and waits for their partner, who squares off the corner and re-joins the other.

· The front pair in the procession are the “leaders” and as such have a responsibility not to walk so fast that the people at the back are forced to leave spaces (or to hurry!). They should also be prepared to modify their pace or direction according to signals from clergy, vergers, acolytes, etc. If the choir is to collectively acknowledge the altar, the East or the tabernacle, the leaders must also allow enough time for the procession to catch up and halt before leading the acknowledgement. Other choristers must watch for this lead.
· Carry your folder in the left hand, held by centre of the spine, against the left side of your chest with the SAC logo facing outwards.

· The third last member of the procession must process in the centre in front of the final pair. One or the other of the third-last and second-last choristers must take the initiative and step into this position. The remaining chorister then pairs up with the final chorister.
Standing and sitting during Services.

· Two of the four front row “corner people” – 1 each from Dec and Can – will provide the lead for sitting and standing. The one who can see Brett best is Chief Sitter on the day and will watch him for directions, with the person directly opposite as Deputy Chief Sitter following her to provide a visual lead for those on the opposite side. Normally the “corner” people will be:
Decani –  Judy, Madeleine

Cantoris – Mary, Jan

· Brett will discuss any special instructions for the day or for the particular service with the Chief and Deputy Sitters before the service. The buck stops with them!!!!

· If they make a decision, we all follow it together!

· However, if Brett is conducting, his instruction is the one to be followed by all, including the Chief Sitter!!

· When the choir is required to stand, all stand with the Chief and Deputy –TOGETHER.
Apologies for making this so prescriptive, but choir seating discipline has not been good lately and needs to be improved for the professional standpoint of the choir, and of course to be a fitting way to lead the worship of whichever church we are visiting.

It is really important that EVERYONE observes these rules. The appearance of the procession will be spoilt by just one person. This may all sound OTT, but it is amazing how often I hear comments about poor processing procedure. We will be processing through Pitt Street Uniting Church during our concert there, so need to tighten up our habits NOW. When we get to the UK, it is essential that our processing habits are correct and we do not have to think about them. We have a high standard to keep and maintain.

Sermon concluded!

Jan
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