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From the Director

Once Trinity Sunday and Pentecost Sunday have passed, we are in a season of ‘Ordinary time’ or
‘weeks after Trinity’.There are the occasional Saint’s days to consider but generally there are not
specific seasons until Christ the King Sunday and then Advent. Choosing music for this period is in
some ways easier as ‘general’ anthems and settings are appropriate but it also rules out some of the
well known repertoire which is written for a particular season.

This year, TCS has had some periods of many bookings and other months which are a little thin. This
gives an opportunity to learn new repertoire and we have started work on a Mozart Missa Brevis
which we hope to sing in St Mary’s Cathedral at the end of August.

We hope that you will be able to join us at one of our services.

Jim Abraham — Director

How to support TCS
Cheques should be made payable to “The Cathedral Singers Donation
Fund”
Banking details for direct transfers (please notify us by email):
Bank account details: BSB 814 282 A/c 504 37153

Postal address: The Cathedral Singers PO Box 569 Gordon NSW 2072
Please email us for further details: tcs@cathedralsingers.org.au
or ring Jan Kneeshaw on 9144 4915 or 0411 785 117
More details on our website: www.cathedralsingers.org.au
All donations of $2.00 and over are tax deductible
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Notes from the Editor

Greetings to our friends and supporters.

I cannot believe the year is going so fast and it is nearly
tax time again.

Apologies that I am at last writing a newsletter at the same
time — a subtle hint maybe?? For your convenience our
finance details are listed elsewhere.

Many thanks to those who have donated already — I know
some have. We really appreciate your help in this way.

It seems a long time since Easter when we sang Stainer’s “Crucifixion® at St John’s, Gordon (above)
Recently we also sang Evensong to celebrate the King’s Birthday, again at St John’s. This was
appreciated by many who attended.

At the end of May we were very pleased to return to
Bowral and sing at St Jude’s and of course to catch up
with our previous Director, Dr Brett McKern. We
congratulate on him on recently being awarded his FRCO
— Fellow of the Royal College of Organists. He tells me
there are not many organists in Australia with that
qualification.

Our next visit will be to Holy Spirit, North Ryde to join them at their evening Mass. We enjoy
worshipping there, especially as our chorister, Madeleine is a parishioner there.

Soon after that we will be leading the singing again for the
annual celebration of the Feast Day for Mary MacKillop at their
| Conference Centre at North Sydney. We are pleased to have

§ been invited back, having enjoyed our day with them last year,
as pictured.

! Later in August we will sing at St John’s Balmain and then
again at St Mary’s Cathedral before singing Evensong at St
John’s Gordon.

I hope you all know that a photo is taken of the choir at each venue and our esteemed Director puts it
up on Facebook — a great way to keep up to date with our adventures.

Details of all these dates can be seen further on. We would welcome any other invitations from
churches who would like us to visit them.

As usual, may I say that our choir, though small, is a wonderful group who have fellowship, fun and
fulfilment singing the music we love for others to enjoy. Why don’t you join us?
Blessings

Jan Kneeshaw — Editor




Continuing Program for 2025.

Month Day Date Time Event Venue
July Saturday 26 5.00pm Mass Holy Spirit North Ryde
Sunday 27 6.00pm Evensong St John’s
Birchgrove/Balmain
August Thursday |8 10.00am | Feast Day Mass Mary MacKillop Place
& 1pm North Sydney
Sunday 24 9.30am Eucharist St John’s
Birchgrove/Balmain
Saturday 30 5.30pm/ | Vespers St Mary’s Cathedral
6.00pm Mass
September | Sunday 14 4.00pm Evensong St John’s Gordon
November | Sunday 2 3.00pm Evensong Holy Spirit Terrigal
Sunday 9 4.00pm Evensong St John’s Gordon
Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 23 9.30am Morning Service St Ives Uniting Church
Saturday 29 5.30pm/ | Vespers St Mary’s Cathedral
6.00pm Mass
December | Saturday 6 TBC Carols Oakhurst
Sunday 14 6.00pm Lesson & Carols St John’s
Birchgrove/Balmain
Tuesday 16 TBC Carol Singing Forestville RSL
Sunday 21 7.00pm Lessons & Carols St John’s Gordon
Wednesday | 24 7.00pm Christmas Eve St John’s
Eucharist Birchgrove/Balmain
Wednesday | 24 9.30pm Christmas Eve Mass | Holy Spirit North Ryde.

Check out our website and then tell your friends!
www.cathedralsingers.org.au
Would you like to consider joining us?

Contact Jan Kneeshaw on 9144 4915 or the Director,

Jim Abraham on 0405 817 276
Email: jan. kneeshaw(@optusnet.com.au




Recording at St Andrew’s Anglican Church, Summer Hill.

On 15 March TCS gathered at St Andrew’s church to make
a long-awaited recording show-casing the historic Hunter
organ which had recently undergone restoration work. Mr
Chris Sillince organist from Holy Trinity Anglican at
Terrigal was the instigator of the session and asked TCS to
prepare appropriate music from the period the organ was
installed, circa 1897. Thank you Chris for organising the
event and inviting us to sing.

Built in 1881, St Andrew’s church is a great example of Neo-

Gothic style architecture. The building has three distinctive internal arches and was designed by

Alexander Leckie Elphinstone Junior. The foundation stone was laid in 1883, and the top of the spire

completed in 1906. The fast construction period, unusual for that time, was indicative of the area's
Bl S { ¥ # affluence.

The church is fortunate to have the only remaining three
manual Hunter organ in NSW. The specification was drawn up
by Frederick Morley with supervision of the organ's
@ construction by Felix W. Morley (organist and composer).
William Davidson erected the organ in Sydney and it was
opened on 22 February, 1898. The organ is tubular pneumatic
" and sliderless windchests are employed throughout.

Appropriately, we recorded Felix Morley’s Magnificat and
Nunc Dimittis. Other music included: Prepare Ye The Way (Garrett); Psalm 145 (Nixon); Te Deum
(Stanford); God So Loved the World (Stainer) and the St Stephen’s Mass by Ireland. Hymns were Lo,
he comes with clouds descending (Hemsley) and Behold the bridegroom draweth nigh (Geronimo).
Father Mark Watson from Holy Trinity intoned the Ferial versicles for the choir’s responses.

We were fortunate to have quite a few “deputies” join us for the occasion and their extra voices certainly
helped us produce a rich and well-balanced result. Thank you to those who helped. It was certainly a
day’s hard work, rehearsing pieces until a good recording was achieved for each piece. The recording
team were very professional and helpful, giving us specific instructions and direction. It was quite a
hot day which was somewhat draining but we couldn’t afford to let our concentration waiver! A
welcome lunch break revived us for the afternoon session, finishing at approx. 4.30pm. I think we all
left with the feeling that we had put in a hard day’s singing but the end result was, if not perfect, over-
all pretty good. The pieces recorded were chosen to show-case the organ and its ability to accompany
the music of the day as it would have been received by the congregation.

Thanks to recording engineer, Jayson McBride, and the organisers !
of the Hunter organ project, Chris Sillince, and Pastor de Lasala.

A huge thank you must go to Peter Jewkes on the organ for his hard
work all day, keeping up with the many “takes” the choir needed
and dealing with the organ which was not completely behaving |
itself on the day! And of course not forgetting thanks to Jim, who
rehearsed and directed us.

Belinda Bongers
Soprano




Orlando Gibbons — 1583 — 1625.

There are not many anniversaries of famous church
musicians this year. One exception is Orlando Gibbons
(1583-1625).

He was a luminary of English Renaissance music, whose
sacred choral compositions have stood the test of time as
masterpieces of early English polyphony. He has
sometimes been considered a transitional figure from the
Renaissance to the Baroque period. Revered for his
exquisite craftsmanship and emotional depth, Gibbons's
work continues to resonate in churches and concert halls,
celebrating the divine and the artistic brilliance of the era. He was born into a musical family and sang in the
Chapel Royal from the age of 20, before graduating from King’s College, Cambridge.

It is always good to find something unusual about a composer. Whilst it seems that he maintained
good relations with his employers and fellow musicians but a complaint in 1620 reported that Henry
Eveseed, a yeoman of the vestry, assaulted Gibbons, the report saying: he "did violently and sodenly
without cause runne uppon Mr Gibbons took up and threw him doune uppon a standard... and withall
he tare his band from his neck".

Although well known for his secular works — especially madrigals, his contribution to Anglican
church music, particularly through his anthems and service settings is central to his legacy. His
compositions, such as the anthem "O Clap Your Hands," showcase the intricate interplay of voices.
We sing the well-known verse anthem “This is the record of John” during Advent some years.

Gibbons's settings of the canticles for Evening Prayer are still frequently performed and exemplify his
genius in weaving elaborate contrapuntal lines and also homophonic sections. His sacred choral works
reveal an unparalleled understanding of vocal textures and harmonic structures, making him one of the
finest composers of his time.

Beyond technical artistry, Gibbons's music possesses a spiritual depth that reflects the religious
fervour of his period. Today, his works are a cherished part of sacred music repertoire.

Jim Abraham.
Director
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