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From the Director

As we begin a new year—our thirty-seventh since the choir’s
founding—we once again find ourselves in the season of Lent,
accompanied by the rich and reflective body of music written for this
penitential period. Our Dedication Service was held at St John’s,
Gordon in the week preceding Lent, followed by the First Sunday in
Lent at St John’s, Birchgrove. (For those familiar with teenagers, it
may be of interest to note that “Forty Days and Forty Nights” is hymn
number 67 in The New English Hymnal).

At the start of the year, I am reminded of words spoken by Pope Leo at the end of last year, addressed
to choristers and musicians: “Your task is to draw others into the praise of God and to help them to
participate more fully in the liturgy through song.”” This sentiment captures an important aspect of
TCS’s mission. While active singing is one form of participation, it is equally true that attentive
listening to choral music can also be a meaningful and prayerful way of engaging in worship.

At my school, we recently welcomed a new Principal, and on our first staff development day we came
together as a staff choir—teaching and administrative staff alike—to sing “Stand by Me.” For many,
this may well outside their comfort zone, yet the sense of shared purpose and communal energy was
remarkable, and almost everyone found the experience enjoyable. It generated a genuinely positive
atmosphere.

With this in mind, I warmly encourage any aspiring singers to consider joining TCS. We currently
have vacancies in all voice parts. For those who may not wish to sing, we very much hope you will

join us at one of our services as part of the congregation.

Jim Abraham — Director

Check out our website and then tell your friends!
www.cathedralsingers.org.au
Would you like to consider joining us?
Contact Jan Kneeshaw on 9144 4915 or the Director,
Jim Abraham on 0405 817 276
Email: jan kneeshaw(@optusnet.com.au




 Notes from the Editor

Greetings to our friends and supporters.

It is lovely to be back to singing in churches in 2026.
& Last week TCS had their annual dedication service at St John’s, Gordon.
= Many thanks to Rev Robert Happer who led the ceremony. As part of
the service, we sang Karl Jenkins “The Armed Man” Mass setting, and
. @l the motet was Byrd — “Teach me O Lord, the way of thy statutes”.

We were at St John's Birchgrove on 22 February (see pictures later) and sang an interesting “Missa
Brevissima” written by the Italian composer Claudio Casciolini, who lived between 1697 and 1760.
This is unusual but the choristers quite like it. Something new, found in our extensive library by
Director, Jim Abraham, who has been diligently going through our filing cabinets recently. The
anthem was “God so loved the world” written the contemporary British composer and conductor, Bob
Chilcott about the same time as “The Armed Man”. He was a tenor in the King’s Singers from 1985 to
1997 and has been a composer since 1997. Who would have thought!

It is now Lent and our next engagement is singing Stations of the Cross at Holy Spirit North Ryde on
Friday 13" March at 7.0pm. This is a beautiful and contemplative service and the choir love singing it
every year. Do come along and join us.

After that, we return to one of our favourite places to sing — St Ives Uniting Church. They love having
us there too! This will be on 22" March — Passion Sunday.

Then it is Easter Week and we will again be singing Stainer’s oratorio, “The Crucifixion” on Good
Friday at 2.30pm at St John’s Gordon. This meditative piece really stands the test of time, written in
1887.We do hope you can join us for that annual event.

Details of all these dates can be seen further on. We would welcome any other invitations from
churches who would like us to visit them.

As usual, may I say that our choir, though small, is a wonderful group who have fellowship, fun and
fulfilment singing the music we love for others to enjoy.
Do you know of anyone who would like to join us?"

Blessings
Jan Kneeshaw —Editor




Program for 2026.

Month Day Date Time Event Venue
March Friday 13 7.00pm Stations of the Cross | Holy Spirit North Ryde
Sunday 22 9.30am Morning Service St Ives Uniting Church
April Friday 3 2.30pm Good Friday St John’s Gordon
The Crucifixion
Sunday 12 4.00pm Evensong St John’s Gordon
May Sunday 24 3.30pm Concert St Simon & St Jude,
4.00pm Evensong Bowral
Saturday 30 5.30pm Vespers St Mary’s Cathedral
6.00pm Mass
June Sunday 14 4.00pm Evensong St John’s Gordon
July Sunday 26 6.00pm Evensong St John’s
Birchgrove/Balmain
August Saturday 8 10.00am | Feast Day Mass Mary MacKillop Chapel
& 1pm
Saturday 29 5.30pm/ | Vespers St Mary’s Cathedral
6.00pm Mass
September | Sunday 13 9.30am Sung Eucharist St John’s
Birchgrove/Balmain
October Sunday 18 9.30am Sung Eucharist St John’s
Birchgrove/Balmain
Saturday 31 5.30pm/ | Vespers St Mary’s Cathedral
6.00pm Mass
November | Sunday 8 4.00pm Evensong St John’s Gordon
Sunday 22 9.30am Morning Service St Ives Uniting Church
December | Saturday 6 TBC Carols Oakhurst
Sunday 13 6.00pm Lesson & Carols St John’s
Birchgrove/Balmain
Tuesday 15 TBC Carol Singing Forestville RSL
Sunday 20 7.30pm Lessons & Carols St John’s Gordon
Wednesday | 24 6.00pm Christmas Eve St John’s
Eucharist Birchgrove/Balmain
Wednesday | 24 8.00pm Christmas Eve Mass | Holy Spirit North Ryde.




Some quirky thoughts as we wait to sing!
We are at St John the Evangelist, Birchgrove on 22" February.

"A beautiful Sunday morning and we're not “How can someone forget their robes?”
moving for anyone .... well not until we have to!"
Bart. (I was) "Trying to beat the heat and
"Ok, who forgot the picnic basket?" humidity by robing up at the very last moment.

“Oh! We thought that it was to be “He found them! But where’s Jim?”
an outside service.”

"Ready and waiting to go ... but where's everyone else?"

Thanks to Lynn, Belinda and Bart!

How to support TCS
Cheques should be made payable to “The Cathedral Singers Donation
Fund”
Banking details for direct transfers (please notify us by email):
Bank account details: BSB 814 282 A/c 504 371 53

Postal address: The Cathedral Singers PO Box 569 Gordon NSW 2072
Please email us for further details: tcs@cathedralsingers.org.au
or ring Jan Kneeshaw on 9144 4915 or 0411 785 117
More details on our website: www.cathedralsingers.org.au
All donations of $2.00 and over are tax deductible




